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trade agreements with Africa, the Caribbean
nations—our neighbors—with China, with
Vietnam, and one with Jordan which has
groundbreaking language that I've always
wanted in all our trade agreement to include
basic labor and environmental standards.
And we passed something that I think is pro-
foundly important, that everybody from the
Pope to international entertainers have asked
us to pass—a debt relief package for the
poorest nations in the world that they can
get but only if they invest 100 percent of the
money in education, health care, and eco-
nomic development for their people.

Now, that’s what happened last year when
everybody told you how divided we were.
There is a new consensus here in this country
for moving forward. And I just want to ask
you—you're going to continue to be first in
the Nation. You're going to continue to be,
in some ways, the guardians of America’s pol-
itics. Don’t you ever forget that in the end,
our future is tied to people, that it's more
about ideas than a tax. The New Hampshire
town meetings proved that in '92, and New
Hampshire’s success these last 8 years
proved that.

Thank you for lifting me up in 1992. Thank
you for voting for me and Al Gore in 1992
and in 1996. Thank you. And don’t forget,
even though I won’t be President, I'll always
be with until the last dog dies.

Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:15 p.m. in the
gymnasium at Dover High School. In his remarks,
he referred to Gov. Jeanne Shaheen of New
Hampshire; Ron Machos, Jr., married father of
three who in 1991 was jobless and without health
insurance for his family; Mr. Machos’ wife,
Rhonda, and son Ronnie; Mayor Wil Boc and
former Mayor George Maglaras of Dover; Nick
Baldick, head of Vice President Gore’s New
Hampshire campaign; and New Hampshire State
Supreme Court Justice John Broderick, and his
wife, Patty.

Statement on the Korean
War No Gun Ri Incident
January 11, 2001

On behalf of the United States of America,
I deeply regret that Korean civilians lost their
lives at No Gun Ri in late July 1950. The

intensive, yearlong investigation into this in-
cident has served as a painful reminder of
the tragedies of war and the scars they leave
behind on people and on nations.

Although we have been unable to deter-
mine precisely the events that occurred at
No Gun Ri, the U.S. and South Korean Gov-
ernments have concluded in the Statement
of  Mutual Understanding that an
unconfirmed number of innocent Korean
refugees were killed or injured there. To
those Koreans who lost loved ones at No Gun
Ri, I offer my condolences. Many Americans
have experienced the anguish of innocent
casualties of war. We understand and sym-
pathize with the sense of loss and sorrow that
remains even after a half a century has
passed. I sincerely hope that the memorial
the United States will construct to these and
all other innocent Korean civilians killed dur-
ing the war will bring a measure of solace
and closure. The commemorative scholarship
fund that we will launch will serve as a living
tribute to their memory.

As we honor those civilians who fell victim
to this conflict, let us not forget that pain
is not the only legacy of the Korean war.
American and Korean veterans fought shoul-
der to shoulder in the harshest of conditions
for the cause of freedom, and they prevailed.
The vibrancy of democracy in the Republic
of Korea, the strong alliance between our two
countries, and the closeness of our two peo-
ples today is a testament to the sacrifices
made by both of our nations 50 years ago.

Remarks at Northeastern University
in Boston, Massachusetts

January 11, 2001

Thank you very much. Thank you. Thank
you. Those are the AmeriCorps rowdies over
there. Thank you very much.

Well, President Freeland, let me begin by
saying I'm delighted to be back at North-
eastern. I remember so well when I spoke
here to your commencement early in my
term. I remember the honorary degree I got.
Now that I have to make a living, maybe I
can put it to some use. [Laughter] I remem-
ber the young man who spoke there, rep-
resenting the students, all the students whose
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hands I shook and whose stories I heard. This
is a great American urban institution of op-
portunity, and I am honored to be back. I
thank you for that.

Mayor Menino, Mr. Mayor, I thank you
for being my friend and for proving that the
ideas that Al Gore and I brought to the
American people in 1992 and 1996 would
work anywhere because you made them work
in Boston. Whether it was the economy,
crime, welfare, education, you did it.

You might be interested to know, Mr.
Mayor, we're still borrowing from Boston.
Just last week we announced that we’re going
to give Federal employees the same benefit
you have given to Boston city workers, time
off for medical screenings to catch cancer
and other problems early on. Thank you
again, Mr. Mayor.

And to your Representative, Mr. Capuano,
I have never heard you give such a vigorous
public speech in my life. [Laughter] And you
even talked about things I'd forgotten I'd
done. [Laughter] But your congressional dis-
trict and this State have been wonderful to
me. And you have been great, and I thank
you. And I thank you for what you've done
for them in Congress. And I want to thank
Bill Delahunt, who has been so great on
many issues but who’s been particularly help-
ful in pushing our criminal justice agenda in
the United States Congress, giving us the
lowest crime rate in America in 25 years.

And T want to thank Jim McGovern for
many things, but I think everyone in Massa-
chusetts should know that Congressman
McGovern was the number one advocate in
Congress for one of the most recent initia-
tives we announced, which is that the United
States of America is going to provide a free,
hot, nutritious meal to 9 million children in
poor countries throughout the world if they
will come to school in their countries. Thank
you, Jim McGovern.

Now finally, let me say, I don’t know what
to say about Senator Kennedy. I met—Ted
Kennedy I met in 1978 in Memphis, Ten-
nessee, at the midterm convention of the
Democratic Party. I was the Governor-elect
of my State, 32 years old, looked like I was
about 20. [Laughter] You all, in the last 8
years, have taken care of that. [Laughter]
And they said to me that President Carter’s

administration called, and they said, “Gov-
ernor, we want you to moderate this panel
in Memphis on health care.” And I had been
a big supporter of President Carter, you
know. They said, “We think that you can
keep everything in a good humor. And on
our side, we're going to have Joe Califano,”
who was the Secretary of Health, Education,
and Welfare. He was a very great fellow, by
the way, and the number one advocate in
America for doing something about the dan-
gers of tobacco and a lot of other things. He
had done a lot of great things. “And on the
other side, we’re going to have Senator Ken-
nedy, who thinks that were too weak on
health care.” I said, “You want me to bridle
Ted Kennedy?” [Laughter] And I'm 32 years
old, and I-so I said, “Okay, T'll do it.”
[Laughter] 1 just wanted to be on the pro-
gram and see if I could keep up, you know?

So we had this incredible meeting on
health care. And I don’t even know if I've
ever said this to him, but he got up and he
talked about his beloved son and the health
problems he had had, how he had managed
to survive, and survives to this day, had a
magnificent life, and how wrong it was that
his son had done well because of the good
fortunes of his family but that other families
didn’t.

And he made an impression on me that
day that had lasted over these 22-plus years.
And I promised myself that day that if T ever
got a chance to give health care to more
Americans and keep more young children
like his son alive, I would do it. I owe him
that, for 22 years.

And I have not had a better friend or
stronger advocate in the United States Sen-
ate these last 8 years. And I can tell you that
no Member of the Senate is more respected,
even by the Republicans. They hate to admit
it in public, but you get them in private, and
they’ll tell you the same thing. He is the best
and most effective Member of the United
States Senate.

Now, in these last 8 years, Ted and Vicki
and our families have become—we’ve be-
come much closer. And he’s taken a lot of
risks for his friendship with me. I know what
you're thinking, but that’s not the risk you
took. [Laughter] He let me sail his boat into
the Menemsha Harbor. [Laughter] 1 come



90 Jan. 11 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2001

from a landlocked State, and he still let me
sail his boat into Menemsha Harbor. I will
never forget that. And all I could do in return
was help send Hillary to the Senate to give
him a little support, and I've done the best
I could. [Applause] Thank you.

Three former Presidents have spoken in
this hall, three Presidents in whose tradition
and footsteps I have tried to follow: Theo-
dore Roosevelt, the last great progressive Re-
publican President; Franklin Roosevelt; and
your John Kennedy. When Franklin Roo-
sevelt spoke here in 1932 in the campaign,
his first, he said, “We are through with delay.
We are through with despair. We are ready
for better things.” That’s exactly how I felt
when I came here in 1992. And Massachu-
setts and the city of Boston, as you have
heard, more than any other State in the
Union, gave me a chance to work hard to
bring better things to the United States.
Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.

I am here, more than anything else, just
to say thank you. There are a few places I
felt T had to go in the closing days of my
term just to thank people. A couple of days
ago I went back to Chicago, which is my
wife’s hometown, and to East Lansing,
Michigan, where they have a basketball team
you may have noticed. They come over here
sometimes. I went there because those two
States voted for me on Saint Patrick’s Day
in 1992 and sealed my nomination.

I went back to New Hampshire today be-
cause—anybody here from New Hamp-
shireP—because that’s where it all started
and because I was pronounced dead by all
the pundits, and the people of New Hamp-
shire decided they would lift me up. And
since they raised me up, I wanted to go back
and thank them.

But as you have heard repeatedly, in elec-
tion after election and in good times and bad,
the one place that I knew would always be
there to stick with Bill Clinton, Al Gore, and
the direction we were taking America, was
Boston and the State of Massachusetts. And
I could not leave office without coming here
to say thank you. [Applause] Thank you.

Now, I mostly want you to think about the
future, because most of the people in this
audience are young and because America is

always about the future. But I want to take
a minute to walk down memory lane.

Eight years ago, when I came here, 10 mil-
lion Americans were out of work. The deficit
was $290 billion and rising. The debt of the
country had quadrupled in the previous 12
years, imposing a crushing burden on our
children. Welfare rolls, crime rates, drug
abuse, teen pregnancy, income inequality all
were going up. What a difference 8 years can
make.

The one thing that hasn’t been said tonight
that I want to say again is, I believe politics
should be about uniting people, not dividing
them, should be about ideas, not insults. We
had ideas in 1992 that we believed could put
the American people first and build our
bridge to a new century and a whole new
aspect of human affairs.

All of you who are students here will live
in a time where people look, work, live, and
relate to one another in ways that are pro-
foundly different than the America in which
I grew up. And it is important that we hold
fast to the basic values of this country: oppor-
tunity for every responsible citizen; a com-
munity of all Americans; and that we didn’t
have the courage to implement ideas that will
meet the challenges of this era. That's what
I tried to do. I tried to make politics in Wash-
ington about you, not about the politicians
and the pundits in Washington; about ideas,
not about insults; about how you were doing,
not how we were doing.

In Boston, when I took the oath of office,
unemployment was 6.9 percent. Today, it’s
1.9 percent. Poverty is down. Average in-
come is up nearly 20 percent. Crime has
dropped, as the mayor said, by more than
a third, and we've been there to help.

The same thing has happened in the Na-
tion. Unemployment is at a 30-year low. We
have 22V million new jobs, the longest eco-
nomic expansion in history, the lowest minor-
ity unemployment ever recorded, the lowest
female unemployment in 40 years.

Now, because we turned those record defi-
cits into record surpluses in this last budget
year—it’s the last one for which I am respon-
sible—when it’s over, we will have paid down
$500 billion on the national debt, meaning
lower interest rates for college loans, home
mortgages, car payments, business loans,
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more jobs, higher incomes, a brighter future
for all Americans.

But there were ideas behind this. There
were ideas behind getting the crime rate
down, ideas practiced in Boston. You know,
before I became President, I noticed out
there in the country, looking at Washington,
that most politicians thought the only way
to be safe on crime was just to talk tough.
And if you were just for catching whoever
you could catch and putting them in jail and
throwing the key away, you would never get
in trouble on crime. On the other hand, you'd
never lower the crime rate either.

So we said, “No, let’s put 100,000 police
on the street. Let’s do more to keep guns
out of the hands of children and criminals.”
The Brady bill kept 600,000 felons, fugitives,
and stalkers from getting hand guns. We put
130,000 police on the street.

On welfare, the Democrats defended the
programs that supported the poor, as we
should. Many in the other party said, “Oh,
they don’t want to work. We ought to cut
them off.” I thought that was nuts. I had
spent enough time in welfare offices to know
that people did want to work, but you
couldn’t expect people to go to work if they
were going to have to hurt their kids. So we
said, “Okay, require able-bodied people to
work but train them. Give them child care,
give them transportation, and don’t take the
food and the medicine away from the kids
and the parents if they go to work.” And it
worked.

There were people who said, “Well, the
cities are economic basket cases, and nobody
wants to put their money there.” I thought
that was not true. And we revitalized the
Community Reinvestment Act, a law that ba-
sically says banks have to put money back
into their communities. It seems reasonable,
but it had been on the books since the 1970’s,
and hardly any money had been put back
into poor communities. In the 8 years we've
been in—now, this law’s been on the books
for over 22 years—95 percent of all the
money, $15 billion or more have been put
back into communities under the Commu-
nity Reinvestment Act.

We created this empowerment zone pro-
gram that the Vice President ran. We created
community development banks solely to loan

money to people who couldn't get money
otherwise. We did a lot of other things to
put more housing in, to let poor people who
were working have houses in different kinds
of neighborhoods. The economic justice
issue that your Congressman mentioned was
very important, the environmental justice,
because we found that we couldn’t get peo-
ple to invest unless we cleaned up urban
brownfields, for example, and we stopped
people from being exposed to various kinds
of pollution just because they happened to
be poor. All over the country, poverty in the
inner cities has fallen by 23 percent, and
wages have grown even faster than in the
country as a whole.

In education, with the leadership of Sen-
ator Kennedy, we have reduced the size of
the Federal Government to its smallest size
since his brother was President. We got rid
of the deficit and turned surpluses, but we
more than doubled our investment in edu-
cation in these last 8 years. Thank you, Ted
Kennedy, for that.

Just this year—when we took office, only
3 percent of the classrooms and 35 percent
of the schools in this country had an Internet
connection. Today, 65 percent of the class-
rooms and 95 percent of the schools are con-
nected to the Internet, and thanks to the Vice
President’s E-rate program, they can afford
to log on and to use it for their students.

We never gave any money to cities for
after-school and summer school programs.
Thanks to the leadership of Senator Ken-
nedy, this year in the budget we just signed,
there’s money to keep 1.3 million kids in the
United States of America in after-school pro-
grams so they don’t get in trouble, and they
do learn their lessons.

President Freeland talked about the col-
lege aid program. The Pell grant this year
will be $3,750, a huge increase. Thirteen mil-
lion families are taking advantage of the
HOPE scholarship tax credit and the lifetime
learning tax credit. The direct loan program
has saved students $9 billion in college loan
costs. If your school is in it anywhere in
America, the average $10,000 loan is $1,300
cheaper for an American student to pay off
than it was when we took office. We are mov-
ing this country toward a more educated soci-
ety and a more united one.
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The air is cleaner. The water is cleaner.
The drinking water is safer. The food is safer.
We've cleaned up twice as many toxic waste
dumps in 8 years as the previous two admin-
istrations did in 12. And we’ve set aside more
land in perpetuity than any administration
since Theodore Roosevelt 100 years ago. And
all the way, people said, “This is bad for the
economy.” It turned out not to be so.

We also have tried to help people balance
work and family, raising the minimum wage,
raising the earned-income tax credit for
lower wage workers. One of the things I'm
proudest of about this economic recovery is
that, yes, we made more billionaires and mil-
lionaires, and that’s good, but we also had
everybody doing better. And in the last 3
years, working families in the lowest 20 per-
cent of the income group had the highest
percentage increase in income. This program
is raising all of them.

I remember when Senator Kennedy and
Senator Dodd and some others were pushing
the family medical leave law. It had already
been vetoed once before I became President
because everybody said, “This is bad for busi-
ness. You know, it’s a nice idea, letting some-
body off for work when a baby’s born or a
baby’s sick or the parent’s sick or the wheels
have totally run off in the family, but it just
is something we can’t possibly afford.” I
thought that was crazy, because I can tell
you, once you become a parent—everything
else in life can be going right for you, and
if your kid’s having trouble, nothing works.
Nothing else matters. Nothing in the world
matters if something’s wrong with your fam-
ily, all the success in the world, all the wealth
in the world—nothing matters.

And T don’t know anybody my age or
younger that hasn’t had some conflict be-
tween work and patenting, even upper in-
come people. This is a big challenge for all
of you, by the way, in the future. So the first
law I signed was the family and medical leave
law. And I heard all that going on about how
terrible it was going to be. Well, let me tell
you something. We've had the law on the
books now for 7% years. You know what’s
happened? Thirty-five million people have
taken advantage of it, and 22% million new
jobs have been created. We were right, and

they were wrong about that. You have to bal-
ance work and family.

The most important thing I worked on is
embodied by the kids in AmeriCorps, our na-
tional service program. Senator Kennedy and
I were together when we signed the bill on
the South Lawn, and I signed it with the
same pen John Kennedy used to sign the bill
creating the Peace Corps. In the last 6%
years we've had over 150,000 young people
working in community service and earning
some money to go to college.

It’s not all we did. We also fought for
stronger civil rights enforcement. We sought
to reduce discrimination against gays in the
Federal workplace and throughout the coun-
try. And I hope, by the way, Senator, now
that we've got a little bit better Congress,
I hope we will pass the hate crimes bill and
the employment nondiscrimination bill and
the equal pay laws in this session of Congress.

But in just the last year of my service, at
a time when most people say we couldn’t get
anything done because it was my last year,
and besides, they were having a Presidential
race and the congressional races, and every-
thing seemed so divided in Congress, thanks
to the support of the people on this platform
and people like them throughout the coun-
try, we've passed the biggest and best edu-
cation budget ever, the biggest increase in
head start ever.

We set aside for the first time, in the lands
legacy program, a permanent fund to buy
precious lands and green spaces in cities
from now on, all over America, to protect
land—never happened before. We got the
first money ever from the Federal Govern-
ment since World War II to help repair
schools that are in trouble, because we’ve got
so many kids in schools that are so old,
they're falling down or so overcrowded, half
the kids are in trailers. We passed legislation
designed to get new investment in the cities,
the new markets initiative, a completely bi-
partisan initiative.

We did what I said. With Congressman
McGovern’s plan, we're going to provide
over the next several years—if we keep work-
ing at it, we'll be able to offer every poor
child in every poor country in the world a
good, nutritious meal if they come to school.
Sixty percent of the kids in this world who
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are not in school are girls. This is a huge
problem all over the world, and just by feed-
ing them we’ll be able to get them to school.
That will change the whole future of the
world the young people will be able to live
in.

And that’s just part of what we did. What's
the point of all this? Here’s the point I want
to make for you, for you young people here.
Eight and a half days from now, when I walk
out of the White House at high noon on Jan-
uary 20th, I want you to know something:
I will leave more optimistic than I entered.
I will be more idealistic than I was the day
I first took the oath of office as President.

This country can do whatever we have to
do. We can meet any challenge. We can seize
any opportunity. But we have to remember
basic things. We really do have to put people
first, and you really do have to believe that
we all are part of one community. Politics
is about addition and multiplication, not sub-
traction and division. It’s about teamwork.
It’s about working together. And there are
so many things out there for you. The best
days in this country are still out there, but
there are some big challenges out there. And
I hope you will never forget these 8 years.
I hope you will always be proud of the sup-
port you gave to me and to Al Gore and what
we did.

But believe me, the greatest gift you could
ever give me is to never lose the fervor I
sense in this room tonight. Never lose your
belief in your country. Never lose your belief
in your capacity to change it for the better.
And never get tired when you don’t win every
election. Bear down. Look forward. The best
is still out there. I will always love Massachu-
setts.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NotE: The President spoke at 8:10 p.m. in Mat-
thews Arena. In his remarks, he referred to Rich-
ard M. Freeland, president, Northeastern Univer-
sity; Mayor Thomas M. Menino of Boston; and
Vicki Kennedy, wife of Senator Edward M. Ken-
nedy. A tape was not available for verification of
the content of these remarks.

Interview With Steve Holland and
Debbie Charles of Reuters

January 11, 2001

No Gun Ri

Q. We understand you made a foreign pol-
icy-related call shortly——

The President. Yes, 1 just talked to Presi-
dent Kim about the No Gun Ri incident and
personally expressed my regret to him. And
I thanked him for the work that we had done
together in developing our mutual statement.
We also set up this scholarship fund and did
some other things that we hope will be a gen-
uine gesture of our regret. It was a very—
you know, I had a good talk with him.

Q. Any particular reason why you used the
word “regret” instead of “apology” in your
statement?

The President. 1 think the findings
were—I think he knows that “regret” and
“apology” both mean the same thing, in
terms of being profoundly sorry for what
happened. But I believe that the people who
looked into it could not conclude that there
was a deliberate act, decided at a high
enough level in the military hierarchy, to ac-
knowledge that, in effect, the Government
had participated in something that was ter-
rible.

So I don’t think there’s any difference in
the two words, on a human level, because
we are profoundly sorry that it happened and
sorry that any Americans were involved in
it. But I think that in terms of the kind of
responsibility the institution of the military
that the facts were sufficiently unclear after
all this time that the people who were review-
ing it thought it was the appropriate lan-
guage. And we worked it out with the Kore-
ans and obviously shared whatever we could
find with them.

These people have been our friends for
50 years. We didn’t have—I told our guys
to play it straight, that we didn’t have an in-
terest in trying to cover anything up or sugar-
coat anything; we needed to try to get to the
bottom of this. I think that we’ve done about



